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Name: Justin Confer

Age: 30

Nationality: United States of America

Gender: Male

Currently
living in
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No

Available
to start as
soon as
posible:

Yes
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Teaching Philosophy  

“Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness”. While Mark Twain is  
known to have been referring to the physical act of traveling in this quote, I like to apply this  
principal to all aspects of my life. Travel forces us to not only know, but to think for ourselves. It teaches us that learning
is an ongoing process that that can’t be confined to the walls of a classroom. Success is achieved by those who
understand that learning comes from questioning and enjoying the process of searching for the answers. That they will
never stop learning and take pride in being able to teach themselves to adapt to every new challenge that life throws at
them. My teaching philosophy involves guiding students to develop the confidence to master essential critical thinking
skills, providing an environment that encourages enthusiasm in learning, and the belief that learning is a never ending
process.  

My experience in the classroom has taught me that one of the most vital skills that I can  
cultivate in my students is critical thinking. I have experienced many students who could  
perform complex equations or recite historical facts faster and with more accuracy than I can. However, when these
same students were presented with a problem and instructed to try to figure out possible solutions on their own, their
eyes glazed over and they were defeated before they ever started. In my class students will learn to ask their own
questions in order to solve problems. This will provide them with the confidence they need to teach themselves when
they encounter problems outside of the classroom. In my class, students will be required to analyze information that
they are given in order to discover solutions or themselves. They will be required to ask questions and to create the
very problems that they will need to solve. In doing this they will learn about themselves, their strengths, their
weakness, and how they can best process the world around them.  

My job as an educator is to provide my students with an environment where they can  
feel enthusiastic about learning. Students learn best when they teach themselves. I believe that my role is that of a
guide, providing them instruction and support as they develop and test their own predictions. I will begin by providing
them with the information which they will analyze and then apply to leading questions. This will lead to my students
using the information to create questions for themselves and finally demonstrating their ability to solve their own
questions. By doing this I am putting the learning in their hands and allowing them to learn in a way that is most
effective to them, allowing them to be far more enthusiastic about the learning process.  

Success is achieved by those who embrace the knowledge that learning is a never  
ending process. It does not require a classroom or a teacher; it only requires the ability to  
recognize the opportunities that surround us each day. Students should always be able to relate a lesson to their life or
their future life in order for them to commit it to memory and master the necessary skills. In my class, students will
discover that each and every skill they learn betters them academically as well as socially. My students will be uniquely
practiced in the aspects of performance that we use each and every day no matter what task we are competing. They
will excel in analyzing these aspects of performance in others as well as applying it to themselves, allowing them to
recognize new opportunities for self-improvement and learning.  

My first moment of true pride as a teacher was watching a class of 6th graders create a thirty minute debate where they
challenged each others arguments and counter arguments about international issues. During this class I witnessed
first-hand how powerful critical thinking, enthusiasm, and relatability can be to a student’s ability to learn. It was from
this that my passion for teaching truly blossomed, and I will always strive to encourage my students to find that same
passion within themselves for learning.
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